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* Indicates congregation is invited to stand. 

 

Pre-service celebratory music       Ryan Russell 

  

We begin by giving thanks to our Creator 

who creates all good things  

and who created Tom Letchworth. 

 

Tolling of the Bells               Joe Letchworth 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten                   Jane Shaulis 

 

*DECLARATION                  

   Pastor:     Dying, Christ destroyed our death. 

   People:    Rising, Christ restored our life. 

   ALL:        CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN IN GLORY. 

   Pastor:     As in baptism Tom Letchworth put on Christ, 

   People:    So in Christ may Tom Letchworth be clothed with glory. 

   ALL:          GLORY TO GOD!  AMEN! 

 

*O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing     # 57 

 

*GREETING                    

   Pastor:  Friends, we have gathered here to praise God and to witness to  

                 our faith as we celebrate the life of Tom Letchworth. 

   People: We come together in grief, acknowledging our human loss. 

   ALL:       MAY GOD GRANT US GRACE, THAT IN PAIN WE MAY FIND  

     COMFORT, IN SORROW HOPE, IN DEATH RESURRECTION. 

 

OBITUARY                Dan Letchworth 

 

WORD OF GRACE                  

   Pastor:  Jesus said — I am the resurrection and I am life. 

   People: Jesus said —Those who believe in me, even though they die,  

    yet shall they live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall  

    never die. 

   Pastor:  Jesus said — I am Alpha and Omega, 

   People:  The beginning and the end, 



   Pastor:  The first and the last. 

   People:  Jesus said —  I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and  

      I hold the keys of hell and death. 

   ALL:        JESUS SAID — BECAUSE I LIVE, YOU SHALL LIVE ALSO. 

 

*I Will Arise and Go to Jesus                   # 340 

 

THE SEVEN WITNESSES 

 

The Vacant Chair           Sam and Joe Letchworth 

 

*And Can It Be       #363 

 

SCRIPTURE                     

 

SERMON                           Rev. John Miles 

 

PRAYER       

 

LORD’S PRAYER     

Our father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name. 

   Thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

   forever. Amen. 

 

*Be Thou My Vision        # 451 

 

*What Wondrous Love      # 292 

 

*SENDING FORTH       

 

*Marching to Zion       # 733 

 

*Tolling of the Bells        Celeste Letchworth 

 

*Doxology        # 95 

 

*Go in peace 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Reflections on the World Day of Prayer at Village Creek State Park: 

These are trails that often turn to prayer: 

Sunshine changing wood into golden pillars 

Beneath a bright blue basilica. 

The air that envelops me walking is the same  

Air that rustles the hair and kisses the face 

Of those I love in Kentucky or California or Hanoi. 

And it comes to mind — 

This is World Day of Prayer — 

Though my feet tread the trail of Village Creek 

My mind and spirit are visiting Standing Rock, 

And Pacific Coast; Fukishima and Manila; 

Fleeting on to Baghdad and Trinidad and Aleppo; 

To canvas camps in Lesbos; 

Skeletal mothers with no milk in Somalia; 

Halls of power, and rusting machines. 

It comes to me where I am walking — 

The ancient Trail of Tears 

Where Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek  

Looked back east from this lovely ridge, toward home; 

Where thieving Jackson made the  

One sided art of the deal — 

"You leave, and you may live." 

And I pray for those despised and in the way — 

And for the despisers who welcome not the stranger. 

I pray for this blue, green, white ball 

Suspended, tiny in the darkness of the universe, 

And pray: Kyrie eleison.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Letchworth, 62, went to be with the Lord on Wednesday, June 27, 

2018. He was born Aug. 20, 1955 in Dayton, Ohio to Clarence and Billie 

(Wood) Letchworth. Preceded in death by his parents, Tom is survived 

by his wife of 37 years, Celesta Lynne (Shaulis); his sons, Sam and Joe; 

and his big brother Steve (Nancy). Other survivors include his nephew, 

Dan (Koh); his sister-in-laws, Zola (Will) and Jane (Joseph); and his 

niece, Mila (Jesse).  

The son of an Air Force chaplain, Tom grew up in Ohio, France, Maine, 

Spain, Michigan, Japan and California. 

Tom received the call to ministry while he was a student at San Jose State 

University in 1974. "I discovered that God is Real. And if God is Real, life 

is meaningful. And if life is meaningful, I wanted to tell everyone I 

possibly could. From this seed, my understanding of God's love — 

revealed in Jesus Christ and confirmed through the Holy Spirit — has 

continued to grow."   

Tom graduated from the University of California, Riverside with high 

honors and was a member of Phi Beta Kappa. He graduated cum laude 

from Perkins School of Theology with a Master of Theology degree. Tom 

was ordained an Elder in the Little Rock Conference of the United 

Methodist Church in 1985.  

Tom pastored dynamic churches of varying sizes throughout his 

ministry since 1980. Twice, Tom received appointments as a full-time 

General Evangelist, in which he enjoyed adding drama to his sermons. 

He preached, taught and wrote as a means of fulfilling his call to 

ministry.   

Tom and Celeste wrote full-length plays published by Lillenas Drama: 

Mysteries with a Message, Volumes I and II; and Meet Me at Luigi’s. Their 

two favorite “creative collaborations” are Sam and Joe. 

Tom’s book, War Ain’t No Picnic: 30 Civil War Stories & Devotionals, was 

released by Fermata House in August, 2017. Since the Lectionary 

calendar cycles every three years, Tom’s weekly Bible studies will 

continue to be posted at soarlectionarybiblestudy.wordpress.com.  

Tom earnestly attempted to “speak the Truth in Love.” The week prior 

to his death, the Confessing Movement of Arkansas acknowledged Tom’s 

life work by awarding him the Defender of the Faith award. 
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